Practical Information for Speakers

History & Philosophy of Cosmology Conference — H&PCC 2026
6—9 July 2026 - University of Athens - Athens, Greece

1. The venue

The conference takes place at the Kostis Palamas Building of the University of Athens, located
at:

48 Akadimias Street & Sina Street, 105 62 Athens

The building is situated on one of Athens' most elegant neoclassical avenues, just a short walk
from Syntagma Square and within the upscale Kolonaki neighbourhood. The area is safe,
walkable, and very well served by public transport.

Google Maps link: https://maps.app.qoo.gl/SW2M2cktVqUpGUxM7

2. Getting from the airport to the city

Athens International Airport "Eleftherios Venizelos" (ATH) is approximately 35 km southeast
of the city centre. Four options are available:

Option ‘ Cost Time Notes

Metro — Line 3 (Blue) | €9 one-way ~40 min Direct to Syntagma.

Recommended €16 return Contactless bank
card accepted since
Jan 2025.

X95 Express Bus €5.50 one- 60—-90 min Runs 24/7. Tickets

Budget option way at kiosk, Exits 4-5.

Taxi / Ride-hailing €40 (day) 35-45 min Flat rate, tolls

FREENOW, Uber, Bolt | €55 (night) included. Rank at
Exit 3.

Pre-booked Transfer | €50-70 per 35-45 min Driver meets you at

Best for groups vehicle arrivals. Book online
in advance.

@ A 3-day tourist pass (€20) covers a return airport trip plus unlimited travel on all Athens metro,
bus, and tram lines — excellent value if you arrive a day before the conference or stay on
afterwards. This is available at bus and metro ticket kiosks at Athens International Airport.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/SW2M2cktVgUpGUxM7

3. Getting around Athens

The nearest metro station to the venue is Panepistimio (Line 2 — Red line), approximately a
5-minute walk along Akadimias Street. Syntagma station (Lines 2 & 3) is also within easy
walking distance (~10 minutes) and is the main hub for connections across the city.

A standard metro/bus ticket costs ~€1.90 and is valid for 90 minutes across all modes (metro,
bus, trolleybus, tram). You can buy tickets at station machines or simply tap a contactless
bank card directly at the gates. The network is modern, air-conditioned, and reliable.

The central area — Syntagma, Kolonaki, Plaka, Monastiraki — is very walkable, and most
hotels suggested below are within a 10—15 minute walk of the venue.

@ Taxis within the city are metered and affordable; most inner-city trips cost €5-12. The
FREENOW and Bolt apps work well throughout Athens and offer cashless payment.

4. Accommodation

We recommend booking in the Kolonaki, Syntagma, or Exarcheia neighbourhoods, all within
easy walking distance of the venue.
Hotel Recommendations

» Coco-Mat Athens (Kolonaki)

* The Modernist Athens

+ Social Athens Hotel

» Periscope Hotel

» Astor Hotel

* The Vault

Apartments & Airbnb

Kolonaki and the surrounding streets (Skoufa, Tsakalof, Solonos) offer a large supply of
high-quality serviced apartments and Airbnb listings — ideal for longer stays or those who
prefer more space. Search on Booking.com or Airbnb filtering by "Kolonaki" or "Syntagma".

@ Book as early as possible. Athens in July is peak tourist season and availability fills up fast.
Prices rise significantly closer to the date.

5. Athens in July — what to expect
* Weather: Hot and sunny. Daytime temperatures: 32-38 °C. Evenings are warm and
pleasant (~24-27 °C). Carry water and sunscreen.
* Currency: Euro (€). ATMs are widely available. Cards accepted almost everywhere.

+ Language: Greek, but English is very widely spoken in central Athens, hotels, and
restaurants.

* Food & dining: Excellent tavernas and cafés throughout Kolonaki, Monastiraki, and
Plaka. Many places stay open late — dinner often starts at 21:00.



+ Sightseeing: The Acropolis, National Archaeological Museum, Benaki Museum, and
Plaka are all within easy reach. Visiting the Acropolis before 09:00 is strongly advised
in July to beat the heat and crowds.

+ Safety: Central Athens is safe. As in any major city, be mindful of pickpockets on
busy metro lines and in crowded tourist areas.

* Pharmacies: Easily found throughout the centre; many staff speak English.

6. Contact

For questions about the conference programme or logistics, please contact:

antantoniou@phs.uoa.gr

Conference website: https://conferences.uoa.gr/e/HPCC2026


mailto:antantoniou@phs.uoa.gr

